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Our first Christmas  
together  

Outside a mosque in Cape 
Town, 1998  

Dinner is served; Su dan, 2002  

 
 
 
 
 

Ten Years in Africa ! 

 
y* G@UD MNS GHCCDM :NTQ QHFGSDNTRMDRR VHSGHM LX GD@QSv * G@UD CDBK@QDC :NTQ faithfulness and Your salvation;  

I have not concealed Your loving-JHMCMDRR @MC :NTQ SQTSG EQNL SGD FQD@S @RRDLAKXqx    1R@KL ekrbk 

 
Dear Friends and Family, 
Thank you for making our 2007 Christmas season such a joyful one!  Knowing that we have so 
many loved ones committing us to the Lord in prayer made our first Christmas together really 
special.  We enjoyed receiving Christmas cards and pictures from many of our friends and 
family.  We spent the holiday with the Hammond Family of Frontline Fellowship, and enjoyed 
great fellowship and lots of food- ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÓÔÉÌÌ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÏÆÆ. 
 
The New Year is always a time of contemplation as we consider ×ÈÁÔ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÄÏÎÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 
ÔÉÍÅ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÇÉÖÅÎȢ  Looking back over 2007, I have feelings of both joy and regret as I 
ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÍÙ ÇÏÏÄ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÙȣ ÎÏÔ ÓÏ ÇÏÏÄ ÏÎÅÓ.  This New Year, more than ever, 
has been a time for me to reflect on the past, as January 2008 marks 10 years in Africa!  I can 
ÈÁÒÄÌÙ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÔÈÁÔ )ȭÖÅ ÎÏ× ÓÐÅÎÔ Á ÔÈÉÒÄ ÏÆ ÍÙ ÌÉÆÅ ÁÓ Á ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÁÒÙ ÉÎ ȰÔÈÅ ÄÁÒË ÃÏÎÔÉÎÅÎÔȱȢ  
7ÈÅÎ ) ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÆÁÉÔÈÆÕÌÎÅÓÓ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈese years, I can appreciate this 
humbling adventure.  He has brought me through many difficult times and patiently carried 
me through many hard lessons.  He has been my Rock, my Comforter, and my ever-present 
Help. 

 

Early Days 
Ȱ4ÈÅ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÈÁÓ ÒÅÁÓÏÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÒÅÁÓÏÎ ËÎÏ×Ó ÎÏÔ ÏÆȢȱ- Blaise Pascal 
Young people often happily and zealously rush in, heart over heels, where a wiser, more 
experienced person would exercise more caution.  When I first came to Frontline Fellowship, 
I was 19 years old and full of youthful enthusiasm; on fire for God and ready to turn Africa 
upside down.  Fortunately for me (and Africa) I was surrounded by many wise, experienced 
missionaries who helped shape me into something the Lord can use.    
 
From the very beginning I was eager to shÁÒÅ 'ÏÄȭÓ 7ÏÒÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÏÆ !ÆÒÉÃÁȢ  $ÕÒÉÎÇ 
my first Great Commission Course training camp, I enthusiastically jumped into Muslim 
evangelism, a new experience for me.  With the boldness that only naiveté can engender, I 
strode directly into a mosque in the Malay Quarterȣ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ 2ÁÍÁÄÁÎ ɉa Muslim holiday 
celebrating the Ȱrevelationȱ of the Quran).  Another evening, a few months later, I was doing 
street evangelism in a very seamy area of Cape Town, an activity that requires great 
attentiveness to personal safety if you want to make it home in one, undamaged piece.  In a 
moment where my attention was, well, not where I was going anyway, I rounded a corner and 
found myself walking into a gunfight. "Ù 'ÏÄȭÓ Çrace I survived to tell the story, and learned 
that there is a time and place for everything under heaven! 
 

Challenges in the Field  
Missionaries in Africa face many unique challenges.  Disease, 
pestilence, extreme temperatures, deplorable road conditions 
(including land mines), language barriers, cultural barriers, border 
crossings, bush food, bugs, primitive living conditions, ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌÓȭ 
dependency- these and other difficulties come together to produce 
this tragic statistic: most missionaries in Africa last only 2 ɀ 4 years 
before giving up and returning home.  I have seen my share of these 
challenÇÅÓ ÁÎÄȟ ÉÆ ÎÏÔ ÆÏÒ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÒÁÃÅ, would certainly have added my 
name to the list.   
 

The Kellersõ Prayer Letter 
January 2008 
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Ashley en joying a rainbow in the mist . 
Victoria Falls, Zambia 2007  

Right: Itõs got great fuel mileage! 

The Nuba, 2003  

On a drip for Malaria, Sudan 2004  

Interviews with suffering Christians in Sudan, 2005  

Being a missionary has taught me a lot about perseverance.  I recently 
experienced my 11th case of malaria- a very memorable disease.  Malaria feels 
like having brain surgery without an anesthetic while being beaten with  a 
rubber hose- a real fun ride with a potentially fatal end.  )ȭÖÅ ÔÒÁÖÅlled in war 
zones, been arrested with trumped up treason and espionage charges, 
experienced heat stroke, was nearly shot, and maneuvered down land mine 
strewn roads.  )ȭÖÅ ÍÉÎistered in Sudan, the land of 14Ρ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ )ȭÖÅ 
ÌÅÁÒÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ Ȱ×ÉÓÅ ÁÓ Á ÓÅÒÐÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÒÍÌÅÓÓ ÁÓ Á ÄÏÖÅȱ ÁÔ borders.   
 
Ashley is also learning to appreciate missionary challenges in Africa.  On our 
recent trip to the States, she nearly lost it when someone told her that the 
roads in Phoenix, AZ ×ÅÒÅ ȰÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÇÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÂÁÄȢȱ  While Ashley has seen some 
bad roads, she ÈÁÓÎȭÔ ÅÖÅÎ ÂÅÅÎ ÔÏ ÎÏÒÔÈÅÒÎ !ÆÒÉÃÁ ÙÅÔ- they take potholes to a 
whole new depth.   

 
It can also be challenging to be the only foreigner within a hundred miles.  Due to the questionable methods of the UN and 
various NGOs, many Africans see foreigners as genies ready to grant their every wishȢ  )ÔȭÓ Á ÂÉÔ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔ ÔÏ ÂÌÅÎÄ ÉÎ ÔÏÏȠ ÁÔ 
ΨȭΤȱ ÁÎÄ ÏÂÖÉÏÕÓÌÙ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ) ÓÔÁÎÄ ÏÕÔȣ ÎÏÔÉÃÅÁÂÌÙȢ  !ÓÈÌÅÙ ×ÁÓ ÁÍÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÈÅÁÒ ÉÎ ÍÁÒËÅÔÓȟ Ȱ(ÅÙȦ  #ÈÕÃË .ÏÒÒÉÓȦȱ  The 
people seem to think that we white guys all look alike! 
 
When these conditions and challenges combine, you can experience really interesting situations.  I was once driving with a 
Sudanese man, my guide and interpreter, through war-torn Southern Sudan.  We came to a fork in the road and I asked him 
×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÁÙ ) ÍÕÓÔ ÇÏȢ  (Å ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄȢ  ) ÓÁÉÄ, Ȱ,ÅÆÔ ÏÒ ÒÉÇÈÔȩȱ  He sÁÉÄȟ Ȱ9ÅÓȢȱ  (ÍÍÍȢ  ) ×ÅÎÔ ÌÅÆÔ.  He instantly 
ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÅÄȟ Ȱ.Ïȟ ÎÏȟ ÎÏȦȦȦ Very dangerous road!!ȱ  That particular road was littered with land mines.  When bad road 
conditions meet language barriers, the results can be deadly.        
 

The missionary field, however, is not without 
ÉÔÓ ȰÐÅÒËÓȱ; after all, the retirement benefits 
are out of this world!  As I travel across this 
diverse continent ) ÇÅÔ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÍÁÎÙ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ 
wonders- His wildlife enjoying the African 
bush, His incredible art in the African sunsets, 
and His love radiating from the faces of His 
people.  I enjoy visiting Victoria Falls on my 
way through Zimbabwe and stopping at the 
different  animal reserves.   (Not that you 

need to go to a reserve to see the wildlife; they love to hang out by the roads 
during dry season and play chicken with unwary travelers!)  While Africa is a 
ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÉÎÇ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÔÏ ÌÉÖÅ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÒËȟ ) ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÉÔ ÆÏÒ an exotic sports car on 
the Autobahn.  I thank the Lord for faithfully working in me, and allowing me to 
be a part of His work in this amazing continent. 

Learning and Growing  
/ÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ )ȭÖÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÅÄ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÖÁÌÕÅ 
ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÉÓÄÏÍȢ  )Æ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÌÅÁÎ ÏÎ His understanding, we will fall flat, 
making a big mess for ourselves and those around us.  In the field )ȭÖÅ 
learned how to meet and minister to ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅÙȭÒÅ ÁÔȟ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓÉÎÇ 
their issues and needsȢ  )ȭÖÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÏÐÅÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ (ÏÌÙ 3ÐÉÒÉÔȭÓ 
guidance in speaking to people and helping them overcome their 
difficulties.  )ȭÖÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÆÌÅØÉÂÌÅ- sometimes the sermon or lesson 
)ȭÖÅ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÅÄ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÆÉÔ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÍÅÄÉÁÔÅ ÎÅÅÄ; sometimes, often actually, 
the whole plan gets thrown out the window at ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÍÉÎÕÔÅȢ  )ȭÖÅ 

learned to expect surprises 
and delaysȦ  )ȭÍ ÁÌÓÏ 
learning how to help 
the Africans overcome 
their physical needs.  
!Ó ) ÔÅÁÃÈ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÐÏÖÅÒÔÙȟ ÓÕÆÆÅÒÉÎÇȟ ÁÎÄ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÒÏÖÉÓÉÏÎ, )ȭÍ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ 
them make better lives for themselves and their families. 
 
The mission field often presents many opportunities to experience personal 
suffering; this is an excellent, if painful, way of growing in the Lord.  Only by 
putting my hope in Him and trusting that He is sovereign have I come through 
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Stanley takes a turn at 
the board.  

Gospel Recordings Training, Sudan 2003  

Christian Liberty Academy Student Body  
Sudan, 2002  

the tough times.  While the challenges themselves can be draining, the physical, spiritual, and emotional stress can easily 
become overwhelming.  Missionaries fight  in the frontline; a place where battle wounds sometimes have to look after 
themselves ÁÎÄ ÒÅÌÉÅÆ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÃÏÍÅ ×ÈÅÎ ÉÔȭÓ perceivably ÎÅÅÄÅÄȢ  4ÈÅÒÅ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÄÁÙÓ ×ÈÅÎ ) ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ) ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ 
handle it anymore, wishing I could go home or throw myself into the nearest croc-infested river.  "ÕÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ strength is 
perfect and He is faithful even when we are faithless.  If anyone wants to know if God can be trusted, I can give my 
ÔÅÓÔÉÍÏÎÙȡ )ȭÍ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÈÅÒÅȢ  !ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ) ÈÁÖÅÎȭÔ ÈÁÄ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ) ×ÁÎÔÅÄȟ (Å ÇÒÁÃÉÏÕÓÌÙ supplied all that I needed to sustain me 
during these 10 years in Africa. 
 

Looking Back  
My work here has often taken me across Africa- seventeen times, in fact, 
covering more than 144,000 miles (and those are African miles) by road and 
an inestimable amount by air.    )ȭÖÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÍÁÎÙ ÄÅÁÒ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ 
continent, and have been able to minister in places where the Gospel has 
never before been heard.  )ȭÖÅ ÄÅÌÉÖÅÒÅÄ ÏÖÅÒ ΤΪȟΡΡΡ "ÉÂÌÅÓ ÉÎ Íany 
different languages, some of them to villages that had previously only had 
one or maybe even a small portion of a Bible until then.  Often these Bibles 
had to be taken through hostile borders where their discovery would have 
meant imprisonment or worse.  Through distribution, training, and personal 
evangelism I and my teams have taken over 353,000 tracts and Gospel 
booklets into Africa.  )ȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÐÒÉÖÉÌÅÇÅÄ ÔÏ ×ÏÒË ×ÉÔÈ ÍÁÎÙ ÉÎÃÒÅÄible, 
godly people in the field, some of whom walk many, many miles to carry out 
ÅÖÁÎÇÅÌÉÓÍ ÁÎÄ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÅÒ ÔÏ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ, often in a variety of languages! 
 

In the beginning I was doing a lot of film evangelism and Gospel Recordings training.  Language Recordings produces Gospel 
messages and Bible stories in many different languages on tapes.  They also produce field tape players (can be operated by 
hand crank) which we have distributed to the many hard working, African evangelists we work with in the field.  After my 
training with Frontline Fellowship was completed, I became involved in their school, Christian Liberty Academy, in Southern 
Sudan.  I eventually became the Headmaster, and enjoyed teaching a variety of subjects to Sudanese children of all ages.  
This was a stretching experience for me, as I had never before taught in a school! 
 
As time moved on, I became more and more involved in leadership 
training.  Through preaching, teaching, Biblical Worldview Summits, Great 
Commission Courses, leadership conferences, and discipleship 
opportunities, I began to teach leadership skills, Biblical principles, and 
much needed practical application techniques to pastors and teachers 
throughout Africa. 
 
One of the most rewarding aspects of being a missionary over a period of 
ÙÅÁÒÓ ÉÓ ÓÅÅÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ )ȭÖÅ ×ÏÒËÅÄ ×ÉÔÈȢ  )ÔȭÓ ÁÍÁÚÉÎÇ ÔÏ 
see people I brought to the Lord as young men becoming ministers and 
evangelists.  Seeing people take the lessÏÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙȭÖÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÅÄ ÁÎÄ 
multiply them by teaching others shows me how the Lord can effectively 
use His people in Africa. 
 

Recent Adventures  
 In October and November Ashley and I travelled around doing leadership training and 
literature distribution in southern Africa, mostly in various parts of Zambia.  We were able to 
spend a week in the rural town of Chipata, ministering to a pastorsȭ ÆÒÁÔÅÒÎÁÌȢ  )ȭÖÅ ×ÏÒËÅÄ 
with this group several times before, and was very impressed with their progress.  We were 
able to discuss issues relating to the Covenant, Law and Grace, as well as practical 
ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ,Á× ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÄÙ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȢ  My interpreter in Chipata was a church elder 
named Stanley.  I was amazed by his growing grasp of many of the more complex issues 
regarding doctrine, as well as practical applicationÓ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ 7ÏÒÄ.  Several times he 
answered for me during the question/answer sessions- which is great ÁÓ ÈÅȭÓ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÅØÐÌain 
things in a way that his people can relate to.  I left a variety of materials with him to be 
studying, and I hope to return soon and work with him further.  It would also be great to 
involve other gifted leaders and speakers as I work with men like Stanley.  The Lord can use 
men like him to make a tremendous impact on the Church and the Kingdom of God. 
 
If the people of Zambia ÃÁÎ ÇÒÁÓÐ ÁÎÄ ÁÐÐÌÙ 'ÏÄȭÓ 7ÏÒÄ, they will take their country for 
Christ- and there has never been a more crucial time than the present.  Zambia is in the 
process of rewriting its constitution; a process that will make or break this country that has 



The Kellers c/o ITMI, P.O. Box 7575, Tempe, AZ, 85281, timothykeller@hotmail.com or ash.keller@yahoo.com 4 

Timothy preaching to a young congregation.  
Zambia, 2007  

only just begun making baby steps as a Christian nation. 
 
We were able to work with quite a few new church plants during this trip.  
Most of them meet in small, thatched huts or covered areas.  They sit on 
clay bricks or logs, and many of the village children and animals wonder in 
and out throughout the service.  These young churches are often very 
enthusiastic to learn about the Lord.  However, there is usually a dire lack 
of Scripture available to them.  Often the only Bible available is the one 
the preacher has, and he may only be in the area of the church plant on 
Sundays!  As we revisit and work with these people, we hope to take 
them Bibles in their own language. 
 
Halfway through the field trip the air conditioner on the truck gave up its 
last breath.  Fortunately, the rains had just started, so as long as we 
stayed in motion, we were fine.  However, driving in the cities became 
grueling for Ashley; in the middle of the second trimester she was feeling 
the heat, especially when we had to keep the windows up (to keep people from stealing out of our vehicle at traffic lights)!  
/ÕÒ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÏÎÅ ÂÅÈÁÖÅÄ ÒÅÍÁÒËÁÂÌÙ ×ÅÌÌ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÉÐȢ  3ÈÅ ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÉÍÐÒÅÓÓÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÄÒÉÖÉÎÇȟ ÂÕÔ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÐÌÁÃÁted 
×ÉÔÈ $ÁÄÄÙȭÓ ÃÌÁÓÓÉÃÁÌ ÍÕÓÉÃȦ  

 

Daddyõs Little Girl 
We praise the Lord for the continued growth and development of our little girl.  After 
a recent checkup we learned that she is doing wellȣ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ already well on her way to 
having Daddy wrapped around her tiny, unborn finger.  On our recent trip through 
Zambia, Zimbabwe, and Malawi we were frequently exposed to malaria and other 
African diseases- in fact I got Malaria for the 11th time!  Throughout the trip, this new 
Daddy very thoroughly and enthusiastically kept Ashley under mosquito nets and 
chased her with bug repellent.  The Lord, in His grace, protected both Ashley and little 
Monica Amanda from contracting anything harmful.  We look forward to welcoming 
our baby in the first week of April.  (Ashley has officially started the countdown.) 

 
Looking Forward  
!Ó ×Å ÌÏÏË ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ΣΡȟ ΤΡȟ ΪΡȣ ÏÒ ÈÏ×ÅÖÅÒ ÍÁÎÙ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÃÈÏÏÓÅÓ ÔÏ 
give us, we rejoice in the many opportunities we have to serve our loving 
Father.  We are very excited about being a young family, and look forward to all 
the joys and challenges to come as we learn to be godly parents.  Next month 
we will be returning to the USA to have our baby and prepare for future 
ministry.  As we seek to serve the Lord through our work in Africa, we hope to 
further develop our leadership training programs, particularly with church 
leaders and school teachers.  There is a great need for both discipleship and 
practical training on many levels.    The situation in Zimbabwe gradually 
worsens, and we pray that we will be able to continue ministering to our 
brothers and sisters in Christ in that devastated country. 
 

We give heartfelt thanks to those who are contributing to the memorial 
fund in honor of our sister, Amy Keller.  As this fund grows, we hope to 
purchase a new- much needed- field vehicle.   
 
Thank you so much for your continued prayers and encouragement.  We 
love hearing from you!  Please continue to pray for us as we serve the 
Lord together in Africa. 
 

 
Please pray for... 

 A safe journey back to the States and an uneventful delivery. 

 Stanley aÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔÏÒÓȭ ÆÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ in Zambia as they grow in knowledge and wisdom. 

 That the Lord will continue to show us how best to serve Him for the expansion of His Kingdom. 

 Bibles for rural churches. 
 

 Pro Rege, 
 
Timothy & Ashley Keller 

yI will sing of the mercies of the 
Lord forever; with my mouth will 
I make known Your faithfulness 

SN @KK FDMDQ@SHNMRqx 
Psalm 89:1 

 

Gifts may be sent to: The Keller Household, c/o ITMI, PO 
Box 7575, Tempe, AZ  85281 

To receive a tax receipt, cheques should be made out to 
Ȱ)4-)ȱ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ Ȱ4ÈÅ +ÅÌÌÅÒÓȱ. 

 

Monica Amanda Keller in profile 

at age 23 weeks.  


