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Return to Africa  

 

ÖBy  awesome deeds in righteousness You will answer us , O God of our salvation;   

    You who are  the confidence  of all the ends of the earth, a nd of the far - off 

seas.× Psalm 65:5  

 
Dear Friends and Family, 
Thank you for your continued prayers and support.  This has been a 
challenging year for us, filled with big changes and new adventures.  It 
makes all the difference to know that there are people praying for us and 
committing us to the Lord for His service. 
 
Of course our ÂÉÇÇÅÓÔ ÅÖÅÎÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒ ×ÁÓ -ÏÎÉÃÁȭÓ ÁÒÒÉÖÁÌȢ  In preparation 
for this adventure, we talked with many parents and read a variety of 
ÂÏÏËÓ ÔÏ ÆÉÇÕÒÅ ÏÕÔ ÈÏ× ÔÏ ÒÁÉÓÅ ÁÎ ÉÎÆÁÎÔ ȰÊÕÓÔ ÒÉÇÈÔȱ.  Unfortunately, we 
ÈÁÖÅ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÏÓÔ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÉÎÇ ÂÏÏËÓ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓÉÎÇ 
African disease prevention, keeping worms out of your kids, or potty 
ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇȣ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ Á ÐÏÔÔÙ! 
 
We have enjoyed learning how to operate as a missionary family.  We are 
ÐÒÁÙÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ ×ÉÓÄÏÍ ÁÓ ×Å ÒÁÉÓÅ ÏÕÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÔÏ understand His 

love and grace on a continent that is plagued by starvation, disease, tyrants, and witchcraft.  Please pray that He will be gracious 
×ÉÔÈ ÕÓȢ  -ÁÎÙ Ȱ-+ȭÓȱ ÇÒÏ× ÕÐ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÄÉÓÔÁÓÔÅ ÆÏÒ Christianity. Often, this is because it is easy for parents to abdicate their 
responsibility to their children as a result of demanding ministry.  It is heavy on our hearts to be faithful in raising our children to 
ÂÌÅÓÓ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ .ÁÍÅ, regardless of their surroundings. 
 

Greetings from Zambia  

At the end of October I had the privilege of returning to Zambia.  The Lord provided many opportunities to minister to His 
people there.  My goals for the trip were to work with pastors and church leaders to deepen their understanding of the 
Scriptures while equipping them to better serve their churches and 
further  the Gospel through evangelism.  I also planned to work with 
teachers, training them to help their students see the Lordship of 
Christ in all areas of life and education, while practically helping them 
be better teachers.   
 
The trip started out with a few challenges.  Before I had even gotten 
over jetlag, I came down with a bug that left me very weak and gave 
me bad stomach problems.  I was concerned that this sickness would 
interfere with my ability to teach, but God was gracious and I 
ÒÅÃÏÖÅÒÅÄ ÑÕÉÃËÌÙȢ  ) ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÍÉÓÓ ÏÎÅ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÏÒ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȦ  
Praise the Lord!!  During the first week I was teaching and training 
about 20 church leaders from the Chawama township in Lusaka.  We 
went through some basic Biblical discipleship principles on applying 
#ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ,ÏÒÄÓÈÉÐ ÉÎ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÁÒÅÁȢ   
 
Lusaka is the capital and largest city in Zambia.  While the average 
African has better access to food and jobs there than in the rural areas, living in an African city has problems of its own.  In 
recent years many people have moved into Lusaka in hopes of finding work.  This has resulted in an explosive growth of 
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townships (shanty towns) with dirty, crowded living conditions.  These areas are well known for crime, disease, and poverty.  
The Zambian pastors who are working in the townships desperately need training and materials in order to effectively deliver 
hope to the hopeless.  Over the last few years we have been working with several pastors and groups in the Lusaka area, 
including the Lusaka Bible College.  We pray that the Lord will give these men wisdom and courage to be His ministers in the 
desolate area to which they were born and called. 
 

Places to Go and No Way to Stop  

! ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÁÒÙȭÓ ÄÁÙ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÈÅ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÓ ÓÏÍÅ ËÉÎÄ ÏÆ ÖÅÈÉÃÌÅ ÏÒ ÒÏÁÄ ȰÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅȱȢ  ,ÅÔȭÓ ÊÕÓÔ ÓÁÙȟ ) ÈÁÄ ÎÏ ÓÈortage 
of complete days on this trip!  Driving the African roads is very hard on vehicles, and many of the parts (such as brakes, 
suspension, and tires) wear out quickly.  I was able to get around Zambia in a vehicle kindly loaned to me by a friend in Lusaka.  
Zambians are always tight on cash, so vehicle maintenance is never as frequent as it should be.   

 
One morning, I was checking the vehicle over before I set out on a two 
hour trip, and I discovered there was no brake fluid.  None!  A spring 
had broken through the brake line and all the brake fluid had leaked 
out.  I was able to get the vehicle to some mechanics along the side of 
the road who were able to find some parts and fix it for me.     
 
Later during the trip, I discovered that the front left tire was sideways.  
When I got the vehicle to the shop, they found that the axle was bent 
and one of the retaining pins had snapped off, making the tire ready, at 
any moment, ÔÏ ÊÕÓÔ ÆÁÌÌ ÏÆÆȢ  )ȭÍ always grateful when these problems 
are found ahead of time and not while driving down the road.  

 

 

 

Working with Teachers   

I was able to spend some time training teachers at a school in Kabwe, a 
town two hours north of Lusaka.  I had 16 teachers from 5 different local 
schools.  They were excited to receive training and materials to help 
them in their classrooms.  We discussed the Biblical Worldview and how 
it is the foundation for building knowledge and character.  Very few 
teachers in Zambia have received enough training to successfully teach 
their pupils even rudimentary skills.  Giving them basic instruction on 
how to teach effectively will help them raise up a productive 
generation.  Most importantly, we teach them how to show their pupils 
the hand of God in all things.  By incorporating discipleship into their 
lessons, their students are learning to honor God in all areas of life.  I 
hope to go to many more schools and carry out similar training 
sessions. 
 
I was also able to distribute 200 copies of our latest publication, a summary of The Seven Laws of Teaching.  This book is essential 
for training teachers to effectively communicate Biblical truths.  Because it emphasizes basic teaching principles not modern 

technological teaching innovations, it works well for teachers in 
!ÆÒÉÃÁȟ ×ÈÏ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ×ÏÒÒÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÃÏÍÐÕÔÅÒ ÌÁÂÓ ÏÒ ×É ÆÉ ÈÏÔ 
spots. 
 

Open Doors  

I spent several evenings teaching at Lusaka Bible College in the 
Kanyama Township. This small group of pastors and church leaders 
has faced a lot of challenges trying to keep their training center open.  
Lusaka Bible College provides inexpensive training to poor pastors 
and church leaders who would otherwise be unable to obtain any 
kind of formal Biblical education.  /ÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÙÅÁÒÓ )ȭÖÅ 
been privileged to work with them.  Recently we looked at 
worldview, teaching techniques, and basic Christian principles.  With 
a good understanding of the Scriptures and its applications, these 
men will make a lasting impact for Christ in their communities. 

The wheels on the bus go round and round! 
Or is it sideways? 

Training teachers to disciple their students is a very 
effective way of raising up a godly generation. 
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During my trip I 
drove out to the 
rural village of 

Chongwe to visit my friend, Pastor Reuben.  He is building his third 
church there; the other two were burned down by people who 
hate the work of his church.  I enjoy visiting Reuben for many 
reasons.  Because he lives in a rural area with fewer government 
organizations, ministry is a lot easier.  People there also have the 
time to sit and listen to teaching.  Reuben has always impressed me 
because of his hard work both spiritually and physically.  Growing 
ÕÐ ÉÎ Á ÒÕÒÁÌ ÁÒÅÁȟ ÈÅ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ ÍÕÃÈ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȢ  (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÈÅ 
reads as much as he can and, as a result, )ȭÖÅ ÓÅÅÎ ÈÉÍ ÇÒÏ× ÇÒÅÁÔÌÙ 
in knowledge and wisdom over the years.  It is also encouraging to 
see a pastor working hard to provide for his family.  A lot of African 
pastors join the clergy to avoid more labor-intensive work.  Reuben 
has a profound faith in God that has enabled him to become a 
ÌÅÁÄÅÒ ÉÎ #ÈÏÎÇ×ÅȢ  2ÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÈÅ ÔÏÌÄ ÍÅȟ Ȱ7ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ "ÉÂÌÅ ÓÁÙÓ 
that all things are possible with God, It means exactly ÔÈÁÔȢȱ   ) 
only wish more theologians had his hermeneutical skill. 
 

He Watches His Flock  

As we transition our family to full time ministry in Zambia, there are a lot of arrangements that must be made.  Many of them, 
such as visas and moving our household items, require getting through an interminable maze of red tape.  We put an application 
for visas in over a year ago, praying that the Lord would give us favor in the eyes of the officials.  It is often hard for missionaries 
to get working permits, which allow full time stay in the country.  Governments in Africa are sometimes suspicious that you have 
ulterior motives, or they think they may be able to get bribes from Ȱ×ÅÁÌÔÈÙ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎÓȱȢ  ) ×ÁÓ ÓÕÒÐÒÉÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÆÉÎÄȟ ×ÈÅÎ ) ×ÅÎÔ ÔÏ 
check on the status of our applications, that they were approved and waiting for us!  This is almost unheard of, and we are 
grateful to the Lord for handling all the red tape for us!  I was also able to find a potential place for us live.  We will be renting 
from South African missionaries.  It is always a blessing to have Christian brothers as landlords!  They also have a baby who, 
coincidentally, is exactly the same age as Monica (to the day). 
 

Fill ôer Up! 

7ÈÉÌÅ ×Å ×ÅÒÅ ÒÅÌÉÅÖÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÉÓÃÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÅÔÒÏÌ ÉÎ :ÁÍÂÉÁ ÈÁÓ ȰÃÏÍÅ ÄÏ×Îȱ ÔÏ 
$7/gallon (it peaked at over $11/gallon as the oil prices rose worldwide), we still 
felt it was time to find a more efficient and cost effective method of getting 
supplies and resources onto the continent.   After praying about various 
options, we found that we can purchase a shipping container, the kind you see 
trains hauling, and ship it to Zambia from the U.S.A. for about half the cost of 
driving the materials in from South Africa.  This also positions the materials and 
supplies close to our home-base, which allows us to distribute them more 
frequently and effectively.  Since we will be purchasing the container, we will 
have a secure, weather-proof storage facility in which to keep these valuable 
ministry supplies!   

 
We were surprised to see how effective this will be: fifteen 
times the materials, in one-sixth the time, for half the cost.  The 
Lord has truly blessed us with a great opportunity. Now we 
need help filling it up!!  We are looking for Christian materials 
(Bibles, hymnals, Sunday school materials, etc), Christian 
education materials (textbooks, teaching resources, 
schoolroom supplies, etc), and other missions related items.  
New or used, these books and supplies will help train pastors 
and teachers to affect their nations for Christ.  Do you know a 
Christian school that is looking to upgrade their curriculum and 
get rid of the older books?  Are you a home school family 
looking to unload your bookshelves?  Have extra Bibles that 
ÁÒÅÎȭÔ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÕÓÅÄ ɉÓÔÕÄÙ "ÉÂÌÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒÌÙ ÕÓÅÆÕÌɊȩ  7Å 

Rural Challenges: wŜǳōŜƴΩǎ ǎƻƴ ǿŜƴǘ ŦŀŎŜ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ŏƻōra 
when he climbed into this granary to get corn for their dinner. 

This time the church in Chongwe is building with bricks.  
Their determination and faith in the face of persecution is 

truly amazing. 

Even with an exchange rate of 4200 kwacha to 
the dollar, gas prices in Zambia are painful.  

K7665/liter= $6.90/gallon 

A container of materials that was taken into Sudan in 1998 by  
In Touch Mission International and Frontline Fellowship 


